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We are very fortunate that outstanding Major
League Baseball players, along with business
leaders like Norm Augustine, have supported
this public service campaign for educational ex-
cellence. I want you to watch these ads now,
and I hope you will heed them. I hope you
will support my call for national standards of
excellence in reading and math and go back
home and think about what you can do to make
sure that every one of our children is as devoted
to excellence in education as the baseball players
we’ll enjoy watching today from the Phillies and
the Orioles are to excellence in their sport.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE. The President spoke at 3:01 p.m. at home
plate in Oriole Park at Camden Yards. In his re-
marks, he referred to Bud Selig, acting commis-
sioner of baseball; Peter Angelos, owner, Balti-
more Orioles; Jim Hunter, WBAL Radio sports-
caster; and Orioles player Cal Ripken, Jr., and his
wife, Kelly. Following the President’s remarks,
those in attendance viewed the public service an-
nouncements on educational excellence, featuring
prominent baseball players.

Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 1997
July 2, 1997

I am pleased to join my fellow Americans
across the nation and around the world in cele-
brating Independence Day.

Looking back across two centuries, we still
marvel at the courage and vision of our nation’s
founders. With clear eyes and staunch hearts,
they fashioned a new form of government for
our new country, a government that honors
human dignity and protects individual rights.
They devised a democracy strong enough to en-
dure through the ages, yet flexible enough to
meet new challenges and achieve new dreams.
And in doing so, they made America a beacon
of hope for generations of people around the
world who cherish liberty and justice.

We have much to celebrate on this Independ-
ence Day. The journey our nation began more
than 220 years ago has brought us to a time
of peace and prosperity, a time of unprece-

dented opportunity to realize the full potential
of all our citizens. As heirs to the freedom and
equality bequeathed to us in the Declaration
of Independence, it is now our responsibility—
and our privilege—to build on that legacy and
to ensure that America’s promise holds true for
all our people.

As we join with family and friends to com-
memorate another Fourth of July, let us resolve
to make America a land where prejudice and
discrimination have no place; to recognize that
the values and ideals we share are more power-
ful and enduring than any force that would di-
vide us; and to enter the twenty-first century
as the ‘‘more perfect Union’’ first envisioned
by our founders two centuries ago.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes for
a wonderful Fourth of July celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Statement on the Death of James Stewart
July 2, 1997

America lost a national treasure today. Jimmy
Stewart was a great actor, a gentleman, and
a patriot. We will always remember his rich
career of great performances that spanned sev-
eral decades and entertained generations of
Americans.

Like all Americans, Hillary and I will miss
him greatly, but his works live on, and for that
we can all be grateful.
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